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A  BRIEF  HTSTOBY  OF 
THE  BABBFR  FAMILY. 

In  consideratlcn  of  the  fact  that  my  father's 
large  fawlly,  of  thirteen  children,  is  rar,ldly  pf.S3ing 
away,  I  belric:  the  only  male  survivor,  an^,'  also,  as  I  am   in 
possession  of  socje  facts  of  which  others  ir.ay  not  have  knowledge, 
but  in  mhlch  our  posterity,  even  many  generations  honce,  may  te 
interested,  I  have  been  Iviipelled  to  make  this  record,  assisted 
by  ray  brother  Chandler's  youngest  daughter.  Amy.   In  case  I 
should  not  respond  to  this  Irapalse,  the  knoulvdge  of  some 
things,  which  ^   shall  hereafter  mention.  In  relation  to  our 
family  history,  tvould  pass,  at  triy   death.  Into  the  cold  shades 

of  oblivion.  ;2009883 

I  realize,  perfectly,  that  this  brief  hl.story  t.111 
be  of  no  Interest  to  the  public  at  large,  but,  Jad,v;lntT  from 
the  eagernesu  which  is  panifosted  by  most  people  at  the  present 
l\       time.  In  collecting  ancient  relicVs  and  h^rlrlooms,  as  v/ell  as 
Y       historical  f;::cts  pertaining  to  their  ancestors,  I  have  little 
doubt  tnat,  at  least  soko  t)iin['s  here  recorded,  T)>ill  prove  to 
^      be  Interesting  to  some  members  of  the  Barber  facily. 
0  As  roar  as  we  can  learn,  about  two  hundred  and  forty 

years  ago,  tliree  brothers  named  Barber,  came  fron  rnsilord. 
Their  immediate  d e scendants  settled  respcctlvcl7  in  Hass- 
acJ.usetta,  hhode  Island,  and  Connecticut.  The  Connecticut 
family  spelled  the  name  B-a-r-b-o-u-r.  My  grard father,  a 
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descendant  of  the  Bhode  Island  family,  was  narr;ed  Joseph  Barber, 
and  not  only  for  two  generations  precedhig  him  did  tlie  mme 
Joseph  Barber,  and  trade  of  shoeraal-cer  belong  to  the  family, 
but  also  the  sam*   nnrne  v.'lth  that  occupation  has  been  handed 
dovm  continuously  to  the  present  time.   Grandfather  was  born 
June  3,  1744,  and  about  1765  he  moved  from  Eehoboth,  B.  I.,  to 
Warwick,  Franklin  County,  Mass.   There  he  married  Lydla  Miller, 
Vkho  Vvcia  born  March  lb,   174i:, 

Unto  thee  were  born  eight  children,  the  first  child 

I 

Benjamin,  died  i^hen  only  twoweeks  old.   Next  was  iJuldah,  who 
married  Adaa  Streeter.   M&ry,  v/ho  married  Benjaicin  'Watts. 
The  next  was  Lydia,  who  married  Ephraiia  Goodell,   Jadah,  who 
marribd  Palmer  '/.hitney,   Joseph,  ray  father,  who  inarrlod  Betsey 
Conant.   Rebecca,  ?jho  majriod  John  '/hitmore  a  Pevolatlonary 
soldier,  who  belonti.ed  to  General  Morgan's  famous  replment  of 
riflemen,   PJext  was  Parley,  v.lio  married  Geoi^ge  Le  iiovs. 

Grandfather's  second  wife's  maiden  naice  was  Cushrr.an. 
Aunt  Mary  Watts,  and  myfather,  died  in  1859.    Probably  all 
are  dead  nov;,  but  the  dates  of  their  decths  t;re  unknovsn  to  me. 
Mother  died  July  Ifc,  1847,  aged  sixty  y.  ars  tnci   eight  iconths. 
Father,  at  his  death,  v*as  fifty-nine  years  and  four  months  old. 

My  grandfather  Conant' s  name  was  Benjarcin.  He  vas 
born  about  the  year  1765,  and  died  in  1837.   His  wife's  maiden 
name  was  Galej  her  given  name  I  cannot  learn.   He  had  a 
second  wife,  and  three  children  by  her,  najred  Clark,  Cliarles 
and  Amanda. 

Names  of  my  nothtr's  brothers  and  sisters;  Henjuiuln 
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married  Phllena  Conantj  Betsey,  married  Joseph  Barber;  Polly, 
married  Rufus  Wheelockj  Mercy,  «vho  died  at  the  jigo  of  fourteen 
years;  Jerushu,  married  Jael  Greely;  Liithera,  married  William 
Lord;  M/ra,  died  at  tlie  ago  >f  eighteen  years. 

Of  the  hali"  brothers  ana  sisters,  Cl-rk  Conant 
married  Bamantha  Grand;  Ctu^rles  married  t'annle  Watts;  csnd 
Ar.ianda  married  Harvy  Stearns, 

HISTOi.Y  Ol'  THF.  POv'DER  HOEM. 

No'A  let  us  fo  hack  to  the  day  of  my  motiior's  birth. 
During  the  progress  of  busy's  Rebellion  in  17B6,  a  company  of 
soldiers  stopped  one  nl/Tht  at  my  frrbndfather' s  house.   The 
next  mornlntr  they  were  suddenly  alarwed  by  neT.s  that  tlie  enemy 
were  close  at  hand,  and  the  soldiers,  hastily  departin-',  left 
a  pov.'der  horn  %hlch  had  accidentally  fallen  over  behind  a  large 
chest,  whlca  Iw  now  in  the  possession  of  my  brother  Chandler's 
family.  The  horn  is  large  and  clear,  about  twenty  inches  long, 
and  holds  a  pound  of  powder.   Vie  consider  it  quite  probable 
that  this  horn  has  been  through  the  French  and  Indian  vVar,  as 
well  as  through  the  Revolution,   On  the  day  that  the  soldiers 
left  grandfather's,  my  father  was  seven  years  old,  f.nd  as  he 
found  the  horn  behind  the  chest,  be  clninsad  it  as  his  own.  He 
kept  it  as  lont*  ^^  he  lived  raid  at  his  death  he  gave  it  ro  hl.s 
son  Joseph, 

He  had  no  direct  descendants,  and  so  a  fev-  days  be- 
fore he  died,  he  gave  the  narae  Joseph,  and  the  po»,dtr  horn  to 
my  brother  Aniory's  b;iby,  then  only  a  few  days  old.   It  Is  still 

owned  by  this  same  Joseph  Barber,  who  lives  in  Marengo,  Illinois., 
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and  its  next  possessor  vjIII  be  Lis  son,  Joseph  Eugene. 

for   ovei'  a  century  and  a  half,  this  horn  has  (ione 
faithful  duty  for  the  hunter  and  soldier,  and  It  Is  hoped 
that  it,  U\   connection  with  the  nf-me  Joseph  Barber,  may  remain 
in  heirloom  in  the  Barber  fauiL-y. 

The  two  points  V;h1ch  render  this  rriost  inter ostlng 
to  us,  are,  that  m/  father  founci  .  t  on  his  seventh  birthday 
and  alsj  on  the  tiay  that  tiy  mother  vas  born. 

My  father  imd  wother  v.ere  m.'t,rried  in  ii»arwlcK, 
Massachusetts,  In  1004. 

iirother  Aaory,  their  oldest  child,  wes  born  Jay,e  £9, 
1805.   At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  niarried  Alzina  Potter. 
Of  this  union  were  born  six  children,  two  of  v;horn  are  still 
livinj^.   He  died  in  18i70,   The  names  of  Armory's  chi  dren  are 
Betsey  Marih,  Elliott,  Myron,  Emily,  Infant,  Joseph,   The  tvo 
surviving  members  of  the  family  are  Elliott  and  Joseph. 

Brother  Humphrey  v\as  born  l-'oveyiber  11,  1006.   He 
married  Maria  Potter  in  18Z4.    They  had  nine  children,  vizt 
Lester,  Lucinda,  Lucius,  Ar.\anda,  Alalna,  Mernllva,  Eosalie, 
Acujty  and  Uumijhrey.   Of  these  children,  Lester,  Awanda,  Posalle, 
and  /imory  are  livinf^.   Brother  'a.imi.hrey  died  In  1874. 

Sister  Ayenath  was  born  October  8,  1808.    She  mar- 
ried Fieckard  Ifeed  in  IBfcO.   They  had  four  children,  namely, 
Eliza,  Lucena,  Juliette,  and  CJi'^rles.   Only  Lucena  is  now  liv- 
ing.  Asenath  now  lives  In  Thoreson,  Illinois. 

lister  Diana  was  boni  December  8,  1810.   She  marrl<-^d 
Aloniio  Taylor  In  1821.   Ttjey  had  ten  children,  vi>;j  Laura, 
Melissa,  Katharine,  Joseph,  Susannah,  Fred,  Almon,  Infant, 
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Alonzo,   Ida.        Of   these,   Melissa,   Susannah,   FrecJ,   Alraon  and  Ida, 

are  living.  Diana  died  about  the  year  1871. 

Brother  Benjamin  was  born  Deceraber  9,  IBlJi.   He 
married  Eli^a  Carroll,  in  18i4.   They  had  seven  children,  viz: 
Infant,  James,  Elon,  Edson,  Buth,  Judaon,  and  Irene.   Of  theae 
all  are  living  excepting  the  Infant  and  Jaraes.   Denjawln  died 
Decemuer  bl,  1893. 

>-'lster  Tryphena  was  born  October  5,  1814,   She  married 
Alonxo  Wllley,  in  1866,       They  hsd  el(<ht  chlldrcr;,  viz:   Fdwin, 
Caroline,  J^ary,  Ellen,  Edgar,  tv.o  Infant^  Jane.   Of  these 
Caroline,  Ellen  and  Jane  are  livintj,   Tryphena  dl'r'd  In  June 
1857. 

Sister  Ph Liana  was  born  i>e;)teaber  28,  1016.   She 
married  Thomas  Burnham  in  184£.   They  had  six  children,  viz; 
Maria,  Luthera,  Elailly,  Betsey,  Dvaght  and  Charles.   Of  these, 
Maria,  Emily,  and  Betsey  are  living.   Sistcrr  Ph  liana  died  in  IBBJ?., 

Brother  Joseph  Vias  born  February  11,  1819,  and  died 
of  consumption  June  k6,  1841. 

Sister  Jerusha  was  born  March  £8,  18i-:l,   T-he  llarrled 
Van  Ransalaer  J.  Lowe  in  1846.   They  ha^^  s.3VGn  children,  viz: 
George,  Emorette,  Lydia,  Betsey,  Infant,  Vesper,  Clara,   All  are 
llvln;.^  except Inj;  Eaorette,  and  infant,   Jei^usha  died  in  April, 
1895. 

Brother  Chandler  was  born  April  17,  13^5,   He  married 
Alma  Bolkcora,  October  £0,  1844,   They  had  five  children,  viz: 
Mary,  Alice,  Willard,  Ellis,  £ind  Amy.   Of  those,  H.^ry,  Willard, 
and  Amy  are  living.  Chandler  died  June  14,  18D5. 

These  ten  of  uiy  father's  children  just  wuntloned, 
were  born  In  "arv-icit,  laassachusetts.   On  the  day  Chandler 
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was  five  inonths  old,  fnther  havlnc  sold  his  pro.jei-ty  In  VTar- 
wlck,  packed  a   lo&d  of  thirty-five  hui\drs;d  poimdr.  on  a  stout, 
heav^''  wa^'on,  drav^n  by  tv(0  good  yoke  of  oxen,  and,  v. It],  his 
wife  and  family  of  ten  children,  tho  powder  horn  full  of  pov/der, 
two  giins,  and  eleven  hundred  dollars.  In  fifty-cent  pieces,  in 
the  old  cast  Iron  tea-kettle,  coriir.enced  the  slow  Journey  toward  - 
what  was  then  considered  -  the  far  v/ost. 

The  wan  .n  wrvs  covered  wltii  sole  leather  which  cost 
forty  dollars,  :^r.d   vhlch  after  we  t^ot  to  oJir  destination,  ftither 
nade  Into  hoots  and  shoes,  which  he  sold.   V'e  also  had  with 
U3  one  iiorse,  tlrawlnrf.  a  wagon,  In  which  rode  ^grandfather  Barber, 
who  was  then  seventyiilne  years  old  and  totally  blind.  He  died 
In  three  months  aftf?r  '.".e  reached  Java,  and  was  burled  In  the 
old  cemetery  ut   Strykersvllle,  where  his  I'oneb  now  lie 

Father's  filan  was  to  settle  In  ^'hlnj;,  Genesee  County, 
New  Yorlc,  (now  Java,  Wyoming:  County,)  a  distance  of  four 
hundred  unlles  fro  V'arvvlck.   His  clilef  Incentive  in  golnf-  there 
v/as,  that  Uncle  Palrier  Whitney  who  had  moved  there  fron  Warwick 
ylx  years  previously,  repeatealy  wrote  to  hlir.  to  come  to  nils 
new  country,  in  order  that  more  land  might  be  secured  for  father's 
growing'  boys  to  cultivate.   As  ias  already  been  ir.entl'nc'),  on 
September  17,  IBkZ,   the  family  with  the  house}iold  gooda,  etc., 
left  Warv/lck,  but  as  some  \mfinlshe.l  bustneHS  had  to  be  attended 
to,  a  man  named  Tercpleton  was  hired  to  drive  th*-  oxer,,  while 
father  and  Hjiaphrey  remained  behind  to  corij»lete  this  business, 
which  delayed  them  three  days  ?»fter  the  farlly  started.   0  the 
ffiornln;;  of  the  fourth  day  father  and  Humphrey  started  on  foot 
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from  Warvtlck,  ar.d  walked  forty  ir.lles  In  that  one  da/,  over- 
teklng  the  family  at  right,  thus  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
family  r.ith  the  oxen  traveled  only  ten  tn!lf>s  a  day  ^larlnr  the 
first  four  d^ys  of  the  journey  .   The  rate  at  which  they 
traveled,  howevr:^r,  gradually  Increpsed,  until  they  vere  able 
to  make  twenty-five  smiles  a  day.   The  entire  Journey  was 
aocon)pllshed  In  tventy-on":-  days. 

The  first  few  nights  tiie  beds  were  impacleo,  but 
c.fter  a  tlrce,  as  it  vas  so  inucli  'Aorl:  to  un.i.'tck  thr  poods  at 
night,  and   ■scl:  them  In  the  morn  In  ',  father  hired  beds  at 
tv-enty-flve  cents  each,  per  nlfht,  ai.d  In  order  to  bo 
economical  the  children  T?<ere  packed  In  crosswise  and  le- f^thv  Ise 
to  the  number  of  five  or  six   in   a  bed.   Araor,'  and  Humphrey 
slept  In  the  ;v'tgon  to  guard  th'rig'-. ,  .ufter  we  ceased  to  unload 
the  fjooda  at  nli-iht.   One  nlsrlit  before  this  time,  father  end 
mother,  eacfi  sursposlng  thiOt  the  other  had  attended  to  tlje 
money  n  the  old  tea-kettle,  le^'t  It  In  the  \?a'on  sll  nls^ht. 
In  the  ffiornlm,  very  Kuch  to  his  surprise,  father  snw   the  old 
tea-kettle  there  In  the  ^TPon.   Of  course  he  feared  for  Its 
contents,  but  upon  Investigation,  he  found  the  valuable  trea- 
sure undisturbed. 

In  jiToin*^  do'in  the  Green  'i'>'0antslns,  where  the  In- 
cltnytion  was  very  great,  sometimes  they  would  unhitch  one 
yoke  of  oxen  and  hitch  them  behind  the  ifagon  to  help  hold 
back.    fit  other  times  they  v;ould  cut  a  oine  tre-^,  trim  It, 
sharpen  the  knot.:,  ana  then  hltcl;  the  too  of  It  to  the  wagon 
so  as  they  went  down  the  sountuin,  the  knots  would  plough  Into 
the  ground  and  hold  the  wagon  back. 
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VYe  crossed  the  Hudson  fiver  at  Alba/.y,  then  quite 
a  village,  ana  so  pur-^ulng  our  way,  ite  finally,  on  the  eighth 
day  of  October,  reached  Uncle  lAliitney's  house  which  stood  on 
the  present  ilte  of  Java  Village,  but  at  tiiat  tlmf'  th«re  vere 
not  more  than  n   hal:'  dozen  families  livlm^  there  -  the  place 
bein^  occu  led  by   woods,  mud,  bears,  deer,  Indians,  etc. 

Father  traded  one  yoke  of  oxen  for  sixty  acre;)  of 
land,  v.hich  still  remains  in  the  family,  it;?  presriit  owner 
being  a  great  grandson  of  my  father. 

Father  also  bought  one  hundred  and  tv.enty  acres 
more,  on,   and  near  the  present  site  of  Java  Villnpe,  also  a 
half  interest  in  a  grist  mill,  and  a  half  internst  in  a 
tannery.   He  also  opened  the  first  shoe  shop  In  Java  Villnfje, 
In  Vihlcii  he  and  brother  Ainory  vvorked,  while  Hurnvhrey  v.orked 
in  the  tanrxery,  ar-'i  l^enjaHiln  in  the  grist  nlll,   Besides  this 
they  woriced  in  the  woods,  great  numhers  of  forei-t  trees  fall- 
inii  before  their  axes,  until  the  forests  filled  vitli  wild 
animals  havo  ^Iven  place  to  rich  me;:tdo¥>s,  orchards,  etc. 

Or.  the  sixth  day  of  January,  elcfhtcep  hundre  J  and 
tif»enty~six,  Charles  Barber,  writer  of  tiiis  history,  'fins   born, 
beiHb'  the  eleventh  child  in  his  father's  family,  eno  the  first 
one  born  since  their  frrival  l:i  Java.   He  married  I'idelia 
8tockvfell,  Au;|iist  0,  1847,   '-ihey  had  seven  children,  namely s 
George,  ft'illiam,  Alta,  Frankle,  Joseph,  Charles,  find  Dora,   Of 
these,  George,  Frnnkle, Charles,  and  Uor^;,  are  living. 

I,  the  only  survivor  of  seven  brothers,  nov.  live 
near  Java  Village,  IJ .  iT,   My  only  survlvlrt;  sisters  are 

Asenath  B.  Reed,  now  eighty- seven  years  old,  and  living  in 
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Thomson,  Illinois,  ei\d   Lydla  E.  Smith,  the  youngest  of   the 
family,  living  in  Stev.artvine,  Mirui. 

My  only  sui'viving  aunt,  Luthera  Lord,  nov  ninety- 
eight  years  old,  liV'-a  V'ith  cy  sister  /senatii.   All  ■■«r  my 
uncles,  so  far  as  I  V.nov ,  have  departed  from  this  woild. 

Oii  August  18,  18£7,  Drotiier  William  v.a;3  torn,  and 
at  the  age  of  two  years  and  nine  months,  he  died. 

i^ister  Lydia  was  born  k'arch  fcl,  IBoO,   She  married 
Willl&ra  ^rriith.    They  ha'  eight  cl.ildren,  viz:  Olive,  Mirnehaha, 
Ella,  Vernon,  Cort,    Eldred,  .yerton,  find  s  li-f-tle  boy.   Of  these 
Olive,  hlla,  Vcirnon,  Cora,  Kldred  an(\   Morton  are  Living. 

There  are  no  less  thar^  two  hundred  forty  fa:uLlies 
who  have  descended  frou;  my  grandfather's  tv-.o  children,  FatJicr 
and  Aunt  Judah  Whitney,  who  sf;ttled  In  Java  Village.   Their 
descendants,  knovi  to  the  writar,  hav;/  settled  in  ten  or 
tv»clve  states,  and  no  doubt  rotny  unknown  to  t\u:   v^riter,  are 
living  in  other  states. 

I  am  proud  to  know  that  tlie  sons  of  my  brothers  and 
sisters,  did  their  vhole  duty  to  the  rovernrcent  during  the 
late  W4:r  c"  the  leljellion.   Thf  writer,  also  was  over  tliree 
years  in  active  service,  in  the  104th  V> .   Y.  Volunteers,  Corij  any 
A.   He  was  in  thirteen  battles,  ri&rched  over  eight  thous?r.d 
miles,  v.£3  v.ounded  severely,  in  tiie  battle  of  the  V.llccrnes£, 
and  now,  at  the  iige  of  seventy,  ii.   a  cri;-5;-le  fror,^.  the  effects 
of  the  service  and  is  drawing  a  liberal  pension. 

^no  of  our  distant  relatives,  v.ho  is  soniet>;lr:   of  a 
historian,  claims  tliat  every  battle  field  of  t}u>  late  v.'&r  vas 
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stained  with  Barber  blood. 

It  is  with  a  good  degree  r^f  Sc''tisfactl.;fi  thr.t  we 
are  able  to  say.  In  looklr.p  backvard  from  my   grandfather's 
tlr:e,  ?is  far  as  we  hfivo  any  history,  or  forward  froni   that 
time,  even  to  the  sixth  c^neration  fror;.  him,  sor;ie  of  v/hom  are 
now  living  in  Jeva  Village  and  its  vicinity,  that  the  high 
moral  and  religious  element  running  throuphoat  the  entire  line, 
is  a  family  characteristic. 

CFiABLEfl  BARBER. 
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